B. THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Cancelled) A surgical device having a longitudinal axis extending betvir^een a 
proximal end and a distal end, comprising: tissue engaging m^ns including first and second 
opposed jaws for gmsping, securing, and occluding body tissue and conduits; a shaft member 
operati vely coupled to the tissue enga^g means, the sha capable of being placed in 
diflferent curvatures; and a handle assembly opemtively couple to the shaft member and to the 
tissue engaging means. 

2. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim I further comprising a jaw actuating 
means for actuating the jaws of flie tissue engaging means between an open position and a closed 
position^ the actualmg m^aiB M tissue engaging means and to 
the handle assembly. 

3. (Cancelled) The surgical ctevice of claim 2 wherein flie shaft member comprises a 
malleable tube with the jaw actuating means extending axially there through. 

4. (Cancel led) The surgicd device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises a 
series of interconnected ball and socket segments with the jaw actuating means extending axially 
there through* 

5 . (Cancelled) The sxirgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises 
soft metal tubing vnth the jaw actuating means extending axially theie toough. 

6. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises 
wound metal tubing witii the jaw actuating me^ extending axially there through. 

7. (Cancelled^ The surgi<^ device of cl^m 2 wherein the shaft member comprises a 
dual-channeled plastic tube having a llrst and a second channel, the jaw actuating means 
extending axially through the 0f$t chaiinel and a malleable rod extending axially through die 
second channel. 

8. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim I fiirther comprising a compression 
return spring for biasing the tissue engaging means to an open position. 




9. {Ganceiied) The surgical device of dalm 1 wheTOit the tissue engaging means 
fttrtfier includes aMi3^ togetihen 

10, (CaBcelied) The surgical de\^ce of claim ^ further comprising a jaw actuating 
means for actuating the j aws of the tissue engaging means between an open position and a closed 
position, the actuating means of^atively connected to the tissue engaging means and to the 
handle assembly. 

11, (GanceSled) The surgical device of x:laim 10 wherein the jaw actuating means 
comprises a drive rod. 

12. (Cancelled) The surreal device of claim 1 1 wherein a jaw actuating member is 
provided at the hinged end of the tissue engaging means for squeezing together the jaws of the 
tissue eng^ng means in response to actuation of the drive rod by tfie handle assembly. 

13. (Canoelled) The^5 device of claim 10 wherein the jaw actuating means 
opmpris^ a cable. 

14, {Cancelled) The sui^cal device of 13 \^ the hinged end of the ti^ue 
engaging means includes a hole there dirough, the hole interacting with a hook pro\ided at one 
end of the cable. 

I s. (Cancelled) The surgical device of clairn 14 wherein the shaft member is provided 
with a end tnember which, t^on actuation of the cable % the handle assembly, interacts with the 
jaws of the tissue engaging means to bring the jaws to the elos^ position. 

16. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 1 0 wherein the jaw actuating means 
comprises a wire member having a hook at one end operatlvely coupled to the jaws of the tissue 
engaging means. 

17. (Cancelled) the surgical He vice 0f claims is provided with a 
diagonal slot at one end, the hook of the wire member interacting with the diagoiial slots of the 
jaws to mo ve die jaws between the open and closed positions. 




1 8. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 1 7 further provided v^dth a clevis v^Wch 
houses a portion of the wire member aiid the slotted ends of the jaws. 

19. {Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 10 wherein one jaw of the tissue 
engaging means is provided with a slot at one end, the jaw actuating means being operatively 
coupM with the slot via a pin. 

20. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 1 1 wherein tiie tissue engaging means is 
ftoher provided with a socket for coupling to the jaw actuating means. 

21. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 20 ^^tfierein one end of the jaw actuating 
means is pi^vided with a ball for 6oi]5)ling to the socket of the tissue engaging means. 

22. (Cancelted) The surgical device of claim 21 wherein ariofter end bf the jaw 
actuating means is provided with a ball for coupling to tibe h^dle assembly . 

23. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 1 wherein the tissue engaging means and 
the shaft member are disposable. 

24. (Cancelled) The sui^cal device of claim 1 w4ierein the tissue enga^ng means is 
disposable. 

2 5 . (Cancelled) The surgicai device of claim I wherein the shaft member is 
disposable. 

26. (Cancelled) A surgical device having a longitudmal axis ext^ding between a 
proximal end and a distal end, oompiising: tissue engaging means including first and second 
opposed jaws for grasping, securing, and occluding body tissue and conduits; a shaft member 
operatively coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member capable of being placed and 
locked in different curva^s^ ai^ as^bly operatively coupled to the shaft member mtd to 
the tissue engaging means; and a jaw actuating means for actuating the jaws of the tissue 
engaging means between an open and a closed position. 

27. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 26 wherei n the jaw actuating means 
comprises a cable opemtively coimected to the tissue engaging means, extending through the 
shaft tnember, and operatively connected to the handle assembly. 
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28. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 27 wherein the shaft member comprises 
a series of intercoimected ball and socket segments with the jaw actuating cable extending axially 
tliere through. 

29, (Gancell^) The surgical device of claim 28 fiirdier comprising a tightening knob 
fo^ exertii^ axial <x)mpression on the segments, thereby allowing the shaft member to be locked 
in any shape* 

30- (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 27 wherem the shaft mcmiba: comprises 
a flexible tube with the jaw actuating cable extending axially there through. 

31. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 30 further comprisir^ a malleable 
applier instrument for grasping the jaws of the tissue engaging means for insertion together into 
an incision. 

32. (Caitcelled) The suigioal device of claim 31 wherein the maUeable applier 
instrument is capable of being released and removed ftom the incision once the jaws of the tissue 
engaging meaiiisi have teen actuated to the closed position. 

33. (C^iceUed) A surgical device having a iongitudinal axis extending between a 
proximal end and a distal end, comprising: tissue engaging means including first and second 
opposed jaws for grasping, securing, and occluding body tissue and conduits; a shaft member 
oi^ralively coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member being constructed of 
malleable material and titus capable of being placed in different cutrvatures; a handle assembly 
operatively coupled to the shaft merntber and to the tissue engaging means; md a jaw actuating 
means for actuating the jaws of the tissue engaging means l^tween m oj^n and a clo^d 
position, the jaw actuating titeans exfendihg axially through the shaft member and being provided 
mih coupling means at each end which enable die jaw actual means and the shaft member to 
be separated from the remainder of the device to be disposed. 

34. (Cancelled) The surgical (tevioe of claim 33 wherein the tissue engaging means is 
provided with a socket for coupling to the jaw actuating means. 




35. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 34 wherein the coupling means of the 
jaw actuat ing means comprises a first ball provided at one end of the actuating means for 
cDiiplmg with the socket of th€^ tissue engaging means. 

36. (Cancelled) The surgical device of claim 35 wherein the coupling means of the 
jaw actuating means further comprises a second hall provided at another end of the jaw aetuatit^ 
means for coiq>Hng with the handle assembly. 

37. (Ciiriently amended) A sui^cal clamp comprising: 

mi ekmga^, one-piece, malleable hoUow sh^ including a distal end ai^ a proximal end^ 
the elongate, one-niece, malleable hollow shaft positional in different c urvatures without the 
assistance of a positioner ; 

a tissue clamp assembly including first and second movable opposable jaws mounted at 
flie distal end adopted to gr^p, secure and occlude body tissue and conduits; 

a handle assembly it^diudihg first and second movable anns mounted at the proximal end; 

and 

an elongate actuator di:q)Osed within the hollow shaft including a first end operatively 
connected to the tissue clamp assembly and a second end operatively cormected to the handle 
assembly such that when the handle arms are moved j&om a first relative position to a second 
relative position, the first ar4 secoiwl jaws of the tissue clsunp assembly are niow an 
open spaced apart position and a closed tissue gripping position or vice versa. 

38. (Original) A malleable surgical clamp as defined in claim 37, wherein the 
malleable hollow shaft comprises soft metal tubing. 

39. (Original) A malleable surgical clmnp as defined in claim 37, wherein the 
mall^le hollpvif sh meM tubing, 

4 1 . (Currently amended) fA malleable surgical ctop as defined in claim 37, wherein] 
A surgical clamp comprising: 

an elongate, one-piece, maHeablehollow shaft including a distal end and a proximal end. 
the malleable hollow shaft comprises a multi-lumen thermoplastic polymer tubing[, the elongate 
actu^or being]; 



a tissue clamd assembly including first and second movable opposable jaws mounted at 
the distal end adopted to grasp, secure and ocdude body t issue and conduits: 

a handle assembly including first and second m ovable arms mounted at tfte proximal end; 

and 

flri efongate actuator d isposed in a first liunen of the multi-lumen tubing and the hollow 
shaft further mcluding a malleable rod disposed in a second lumen of the malti4umen tubir^^Jbe 
elongate actuator including a first end operativelv co nnected to the tissue olamp assembly and a 
sec<md end operativelv connected to the hmdle assembly such t hat when the handle amis are 
moved from a first relative position to a second relative position , the fmt and second jaws of the 
tissue clamp assembly are moved between an open spaced apart position and a closed ti ssue 
j aMppiniaf |K)sitibn or^^ versa . 

42. (Cancell^) A malleable surgical clamp as defmed in claim 37, whe^in the 
maUeable hollow sh^ is cafable of being placed in different curvatures. 

43. (Withdrawn) A surgical clamp comprising: 

an elongate malleable hollow shaft; including a distal end and a proximal end, the shaft 
comprises a pluisdity of uniform shaft sepnents; 

a tissue clamp assembly including first and second movable opfwsable Jaws mounted at 
the distal end; 

a handle assembly including first and second movable arms mounted at the proximal end; 

and 

an elon^te actuator disposed within the hollow shaft iaclu^ end o|^ratively 

connected to the tissue clamp assembly and a ^cbnd end operatively connected to tiie handle 
assembly such that when the handle arms are nioved firom a first relative position to a second 
relative position, the first and second jam of the tissue clamp assembly are moved between an 
open spaced apart position and a closed tissue gripping position or vice versa. 

44. (Cancelled) The ipalleabiesutg^ 

segments each have a receiving end and an outwardly projecting engagmg end. 




45. (Withdrawn) The malleable surgical clamp of cMm 44 ^\*erein tile reeeiving end 
is a socket and the outwardly projecting engaging end is subst^tiaily hexnispherically shaped 

46. (Withdrawn) A swgicai device having a longitudinal axis extending between a 
praximal end and a distal end, comprising: 

tissue engaging means including first and second opposable ja\^ mounted at the distal 
end Jor grasping* securing and (^eluding body tissue and condui ts; 

a shaft member oi^ratively coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member being 
constructed a plurality of pellets disposed within an outer tubing, tiie tabing being made of 
malleable material, the shaft member capable of being jflaeed in dilferent curvatures, each pellet 
having at least on jaw activating passage; 

a handle assembly operatively coupled to the shaft member and to the tissue engaging 
means; and 

a jaw actuating means fbr actuating first and second jaws of he tissue engaging means 
betw^n an open and a closed position, the^jaw actuating means c^xt^ing through the at le^ 
one passage of each of the pellet, 

47. (Withdrawn) The surgical device of claim 46 wherein each pellet includes a 
curved m:ess positioned opposite a curved projecting surface, wherein at least one passage 
extends from the curved recess to the opposite curved projecting surface, and wherein the curved 
projecting surface of one pellet moyably engages the recess of another pellet forming a ball and 
socket type interface between adjacent pellets. 




48. (Withdrawn) TTie surgical device of claim 46 wherein the oyter tubing comprises 
heat s^hrink tubing. 

49. (WitMrawn) The surgital device of claim 4^^ the jaw actuating means 
extends axially toou^ ^e shaft member and being provided witti coupling means at each end 
which enable the tissue engaging means and the shaft member to be separated from the 
renamnderof 

50, (Wftl^rawn) The surgical device of daim 46 wherein tfie outer tubing has a 
proximal end and a distal end, and whereiti thV transverse cross-sectional area of the outer tubing 
increases the distal end to the proximal end. 

5 1 , (Withdrawn) A surgical device having a longitudinal axis extending between a 
proximal end and a distal end, corhprising: 

tissue^ngaging li^sans including first and second^ o^ 
and occluding body tissue and conduits; 

a shaft member operatively coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member 
including a series of interconnected ball and socket segments and an cutter tubing, the ball and 
socket segments disposed within the outer tubing> the shaft member capable of being placed in 
different curvatures; 

a handle assembly operatively coupled to the shaft member and to the tissue engaging 
means; and 

a jaw actuating means for actuating the jaws of the tissue engaging means between an 
open and a closed position, a first end of the jaw actuating means being operatively connected to 
the handle assembly, the jaw actuating mcOTis extending through the plurality of balland socket 
segments aud a ^cond end dperatiVely comiected^^^t^^^ 

52* ( Withch'awn) The surgical device of claim 51 wherein each segment mchides a 
curved recess positioned opposite a curved projecting surfece, wherein each segment mcludes M 
least one passage extending from the curved recess to &e opposite curved projecting surface, and 
wherein the curved projecting surface of one pellet movably engages the recess of another 
segment 
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53. (Withdrawn) The surgical device of claim 51 wherein the outer tubing comprises 
heat shrink tubing. 

54. (Withdram) Hie surgical device of claim 51 wrherein the outer tubing has a 
proximal end and a distal end; and Wherein transverse cross-sectional area of the outer tubing 
increases the distd end to the proximal end. 
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